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With the onset of warmer weather now is time to get outside and
begin enjoying the water gardening season. Your pond has been
dormant all winter and needs a little care to make it beautiful.
Follow these simple steps to prepare your water gardening for
success.

1. Inspect your pond — Check to see what affect the winter
weather has had on the pond liner, hoses, skimmer boxes and
pumps. Make repairs as needed.

2. Make a water change - You should make a 15% to 25%
pond water change to eliminate the dissolved organics built up
over the winter. Make sure to use a water conditioner to
eliminate chlorine & chloramines found in municipal water.
While they make water safe for human drinking, these
substances are harmful to your pond fish and must be removed.
Even a small trace of chlorine will irritate fish and damage gill
tissue and large amounts can be toxic. Use a PondCare brand
water conditioner such as STRESS COAT® or AMMO-LOCK®
to make tap water safe and protect the fish and plants.

Also remove dead leaves and debris that have accumulated in
the bottom of the pond.

3. Reestablish the Natural Balance - Clean out and start
up your fountains and filtration system. Add beneficial bacteria
such as PondCare POND ZYME or ECOFIX™ to improve the
development of the biological ecosystem in your pond to
maintain the pond’s natural balance.

4, Test your pond water - It is not possible to know the
condition of pond water without testing. PondCare Test Kits offer a
quick and accurate way to evaluate pond water quality and stop
problems before they occur. Ammonia and nitrite are the major
causes of fish loss in ponds. These compounds can reach toxic
levels in the spring once fish begin feeding. Testing is also a way
to monitor the condition of the biological balance.

5. Inspect your Fish — Take time to examine your fish. If you
see torn fins, blood streaks, ulcers or a fungal infection use
PondCare MELAFIX® and PIMAFIX®. MELAFIX is an all-natural
antibacterial remedy for the treatment of koi and goldfish diseas-
es. PIMAFIX is an all-natural antifungal remedy designed to work
with MELAFIX. These will treat bacterial infections, ulcers and
open wounds that may develop on your fish after a rough winter.

6. Feed your fish a low-protein fish food - As the tem-
perature of your pond water approaches 42°F, your fish will start
looking for food. In cooler temperatures, when the water tem-
perature is between 42° F (6° C) and 72° F (21° C), fish require
a high carbohydrate/reduced protein diet. In cooler water, fish
metabolism slows and so does the need for protein. Feeding a

high protein food in cooler waters will result in poor water quality.

In fact, the excess protein is converted to ammonia and excreted
by the fish, adding to the pollution of the pond.



